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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIO Instruction, 
Boise City, Dec. Ist, 1868. 
To His Excrttency, Davin W. BarnAEp, Governor of Idaho 

Territory: 

Sir, —I herewith submit to you the second Report upon the 
Public Schools for the years 1867 and 1868, in Idaho Terri- 
tory, with the request that it be transmitted to the Legislature 
as soon as may suit your convenience. 

Very respectfully 
your obedient servant, 
. DANIEL CRAM, 
. Superintendent Public Instruction. 
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REPORT. 


To the Council and House of Representatives of the Territory 

of Idaho: A 

GENTLEMEN,—The present Report will show to you that con- 
siderable progress has been made in the cause of Education in 
our Territory. | | 

I feel satisfied that a more universal and a deeper interest 
is being manifested throughout the Territory, and there is still 
room for improvement. Our population is becoming more 
permanent; families are increasing in wealth, as well as in 
numbers, who are desirons of securing’ for their children the 
best of instruction. We should be anxious to push the cause 
in the right course. I believe that the next two years will 


give us great encouragement in the advancement of education. 


in our Territory, and will enable the Superintendent to pre- 
sent an enlarged report to your honorable body. 
The following abstracts, made up from such reports as have 
been received at this office, show the improvement in the cause 
‘over the last report, issued from this office December Ist, 1865 ; 
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SYNOPSIS OF REPORTS RECEIVED FROM THE DIFFERENT COUNTY ee a FOR THE YEAR 1867. 
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6 PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
TERRITORIAL SCHOOL FUND. 
` DR. 
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Dec. 1st. 1868, to balance brought down $3 10 


It is not expected that a large amount of money will be re- 
alized from the sale of School Lands for some time to come. 

The U. 8. School Land Law provides that sections 16 and 
36 be reserved in each township for school purposes. The Ter- 
ritorial School Law excludes the 36th section ; this only gives 
the proceeds of the 16th section for school purposes. 

The small amount of tax received from all sources, as pro- 
vided by the School Law, does not afford sufficient funds to 
enable the Superintendent to furnish the suitable blanks nec- 
essary for the better assistance of the County Superintendents, 
and other purposes ; and it is thought best and necessary that 
more and new sources of revenue be provided to increase this 
fund. 

I would recommend that five per cent. of the sale of Terri- 


torial and County Licenses be taken from the eighty per eent. 


now allowed to Counties and placed to the Territorial School 
Fund, to prevent the embarrassment that has hitherto been 
Ee 

. The School Law provides that the Collector receive no per 
centage on the collections of this fund, and for this reason 
make bnt little effort to collect the tax as the law provides. . I 
would therefore recommend that the law be so amended as to 
secure to the collection of such school tax a fair compensation, 
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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.. l e 


as I am well satisfied that the fund would be the gainer by it: 

The liberal encouragement given by other States and Terri- 
tories to the cause of education we wish extended to the chil- 
dren of onr Territory, to impress upon them that the stepping 
stone of liberty, prosperity and greatness, lies in the early cul- 
ture of their moral and intellectual faculties, and the acquisi- 
tion of a plain common school education i8 more to be desired 
than temporal prosperity. | 

I therefore request that the most liberal encouragement the 
finances of the Territory will admit be given for this purpose, 


The position Idaho is to assume in the country, with commu-- 


nications to all parts of the world, renders it necessary that in 
this important particular her people should be zealous to be 


second to none. 


In the absence of a school house in districts entirely able to 
provide suitable school buildings, I would suggest the propriety 
of such Legislative action as will secure to the trustees the 
means of school aecommodations in these several districts ; and 
were said boards authorized in the exercise of a sound discre- 
tion to levy, collect and expend a reasonable tax for such build- 
ings, or for repairing the same, it is believed that such a law 
would be beneficial to the district thus taxed, and would be 
approved by the people of the Territory. 

The absence of school houses in some districts is not founded 
on the want of' means or ability to build them ; they are evi- 
dences of selfishness or ignorance wherever they are found. 
Hence a law of the kind indicated would not be regarded as 
oppressive. E 

There is a commendable spirit manifested throughout the 
Territory, and the County Superintendents seem alive to the 
cause. Briefly, then, our needs. are money and teachers. 

That which Idaho needs most, in order to educate her chil- 
dren, is to foster her General School Fund and increase it in 
every possible way. It is upon this we must depend to sup- 
ply our schools with the kind of teachers needed to makethem 
what they should be and must be in order to accomplish the 
object of the institution. In proportion as our schools improve 
in excellence, in that proportion will the people exert them- 
selves to maintain them. 

The utility of general knowledge to those living under a 
Government like ours, complex in its character, and depending 
upon the intelligence of the people for its efficient and harmo- 
nious action, cannot be questioned. 

There should be taught in all our schools those branches 
which will prepare the youth, who will soon be called upon, 
to perform the responsible duties of publie trust and hold posi- 
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b. . ^ (her beneficent purpogés; that is, to provide instruction im. a 
: |. those branches, and to‘form those habits that will fit our youth = 
3 to become usefüleitizens. . ^ ` | Ka GE 
_.. + Aan general thing the reports from the several. County Su- ME 
z perintendents have been rather meagre. A full and extended `. 5 
Ze review of the condition of the schools in the several districts —  ..5 
N to the Superintendent would enable him to give to those.inter- hh 
S ested in the cause of education: in the Territory a fuller and ` "o 
2l more definite view of the system, and also enable him to-com- .. — 
ra ~ — ply more fully with the requests of Superintendents.of other i 
A, tates and Territories, to furnish them with the. system and 
f o of learning in our Territory. m 2M 
2. : Before closing my remarks I would call the special attention 


of County officers and teachers to the instructions given in the ` 


S Public School Law by my predecessor, and urge their prompt — . ` 
x Mio inp with the, same. E MM = 
puc I have embodied in thisreport such remarksand information ` 
A as I could procure for the benefit of the cause of education, 
B and such suggestions as I thought would be most conducive 
.$.* for the improvement of our Common School system. Hoping 
" ` it may meet with your full approbation and support, ` 
. | | I rémain your obedient servant, 
e : ) : DANIEL CRAM, 
SE | | `  Bupit Public Instruction, I. T. 
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Organized by act of congress approved Mar.3,1863. 

res ,66,294 sq. Miles, Population 14,886. 

rom thc »eport of the Hon Daniel Cram, Supt. on a.u 
ie Instruction, for the years 1867-68 it appears thi 
that in tre lat-er years the number of school dist's 


Vere ^ -------------------------------------- 24 
Yumber of School houses --------------------- 12 
IH tt i| ele oe mo EORR MP REM OE f^ 
Yhole no.children between 5 & 21------------- 926 
Jumber oi enilaren attending -------------.--- 345 | 
1 H D Ho t | EIE COSME DL ee SEES 5 8 1 
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Many ef the settlers do not seem to appreciate t « 
lecéssity and advantages of education and the supéx- 
ntendent therefore makes tne following recommendat- 
on; 

D In the absence of a school-house in districts 
ntirely able to provide suitable school buildings, 
would suggest the propiety of such legislative 
ction es will secure to the trustees the means of 
chool accomodations in these several Jist_icts; and 
ere said boards authorized , in the exercis. of a 
ound-discretion, to levy, collect, ana expend a i 
easonable tax for such buildings, or for repairing 
i? fame, it is believed that such a law would be 


beneficial to the &istrict thus taxed, and wou 
be approved by the people of the Territory. 
"Phe absence of school-houses in some district 
not founded on the woant of means or ability t 
build them; they are eviderces of selfishness 
ignorance wherever they are found, Hence a lay 
of the kind indicated would be approved by the 
pepple ana not be regarded as oppressive, 
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